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THEOLOGICAL LIBRARIES' ROUND TABLE 



The first round table of theological 
librarians met as scheduled, Friday morn- 
ing, June 30, in the Palm Room of the 
New Monterey. The roll of the attendance 
shows that the following institutions were 
represented: Union Theological Seminary, 
New York City, Crozer Theological Semi- 
nary, Chester, Pa., Philadelphia Divinity 
School of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
Philadelphia, Pa., Yale University, New 
Haven, Conn., Public Library of Butte, Mon- 
tana, Diocesan Library of Cambridge, 
Mass., The Episcopal Theological School of 
Cambridge, Mass., Chicago Theological 
Seminary, Chicago, 111., Colgate University, 
Hamilton, New York, Library of Congress, 
Washington, D. C„ Dropsie College, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., General Theological Library, 
Boston, Mass., Hamilton College, Clinton, 
New York, Hebrew Union College, Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, Lutheran Theological Seminary, 
Mt. Airy, Philadelphia, Pa., McCormick 
Theological Seminary, Chicago, 111., Mis- 
sionary Research Library, New York City, 
Newark Public Library, Newark, N. J., 
Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio, Syracuse 
University, Syracuse, N. Y., Temple Uni- 
versity, Philadelphia, Pa. 

There were twenty-one libraries, repre- 
sented by twenty-seven people, from eight 
states and the District of Columbia — an at- 
tendance that was gratifying to those in- 
terested. Eight of the libraries represented 
were those of theological seminaries, seven 
were libraries of colleges and universities 
in which theology is a department, two 
were interdenominational libraries, one, a 
diocesan library, and the other, the Library 
of Congress. 

The prime object of the meeting was, that 
theological librarians might get acquainted 
with each other. Accordingly, as each one 
arrived he was promptly introduced to the 
others present. Only a few, who came quite 
late, were not thus taken the rounds, even 
after the more formal part of the meeting 
had begun. 

Dr. Frank G. Lewis, librarian of Crozer 



Theological Seminary, called the meeting to 
order and explained the call for the con- 
ference. He was unanimously elected chair- 
man of the meeting, and the Rev. John F. 
Lyons, secretary. The chairman read a 
letter from Dr. 0. H. Gates of the Andover- 
Harvard Library, regarding the Library of 
Congress cards and classification, to the 
effect that they should soon be available 
for Theology. But a letter from the 
Library of Congress, that the chairman 
read, stated that they would not be able 
to work on Theology for several months 
yet. 

A letter from Miss Julia Pettee, that was 
read, told of a union list of Bibles being 
made by Dr. Gates of the Andover-Harvard 
Library. The conference gave a hearty 
vote of appreciation of this work, and also 
of willingness to co-operate in any way 
possible. 

The subject of the classification of a 
theological library was then broached. It 
had already been discussed among some of 
the leading members of the conference 
earlier in the week in conversation, and 
there was a feeling that if the round table 
attempted to thresh the matter out at that 
time there would be no time left for the 
consideration of other subjects. A call 
for a show of hands as to the use of the 
D. C. made evident something of the 
diversity of practice among the libraries 
represented. About one-third were using 
the D. C, and practically all these had 
modified it according to their own needs, 
and all were convinced of the need of a 
revision of the D. C. The rest of the li- 
braries represented were using their own 
systems of classification, some of them 
satisfied and others dissatisfied. 

In order to dispose of the matter and to 
have the facts as to the practice of the 
theological libraries of the country and 
their satisfaction with their systems, it 
was decided to appoint a committee to in- 
vestigate the matter and report, with 
whatever recommendations they might see 
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fit to suggest, to the meeting at the confer- 
ence one year hence. Miss Julia Pettee, of 
Union Theological Seminary, New York, 
was appointed chairman of this committee ; 
and the chairman and secretary of the 
meeting, Messrs. Lewis and Lyons, were 
appointed as the other members. 

The request of Prof. Walter C. Green, 
librarian of Meadville Theological School, 
Meadville, Pa., for a list of the best of the 
denominational papers, was mentioned by 
the chairman. The desirability of such a 
list was felt by many. Dr. Robinson, of 
Philadelphia Divinity School, said he 
needed it, on account of courses in Ameri- 
can church history. No practical means of 
meeting this request was found, but it led 
to the discussion of union lists of files of 
periodicals, especially those in which 
theological libraries are interested. Prof. 
Root of Oberlin brought the welcome in- 
formation that the H. W. Wilson Co. is 
planning to bring out a union list for the 
whole country and later, local lists. 

Next for consideration was the subject of 
co-operative indexing of material not now 
indexed. Dr. Lewis told of work that they 
were doing in their library in indexing 
biographical material found in church 
papers. Dr. Estes, of Colgate University, 
described the special work that their refer- 
ence librarian was doing in sending notices 
to members of the faculty concerning 
articles of interest to them in current 
periodicals. These were preserved on 
cards and filed in the index, and were be- 
coming a valuable adjunct to published 
periodical indexes. Dr. Robinson also 
spoke of the work of one member of their 
staff, who was busy all the time indexing 
periodicals and pamphlets. This made it 
plain that here was a problem to be solved : 
how to make this work that is being done, 
that would be useful generally, available 
for other institutions. 

Miss Colegrove, of the Newark Public 
Library, brought a practical problem of her 
work before the conference at this time. 
She said that since "Billy" Sunday had 
been holding meetings in New Jersey there 
had been an increased interest among the 



patrons of their library in books on re- 
ligion written in a plain, popular style, 
such as Fosdick's "The Meaning of Prayer," 
etc. She asked the assistance of theological 
librarians in suggesting where she could 
secure lists of modern, popular religious 
books. In response, she was referred to 
the Bulletins of the General Theological 
Library of Boston, the accessions published 
there being mostly of the more popular and 
readable sort. The reading lists also of 
these Bulletins were recommended, as was 
the list of new books of Pratt Institute. 

Some description of the Missionary Re- 
search Library in New York, perhaps the 
youngest library represented, was called for 
by Dr. Estes. Miss Hering, the librarian, 
responded, telling of the need the library 
had already been able to meet, and their 
appreciation of the co-operation of other 
libraries in helping them secure out-of-print 
material. Their greatest difficulty in classi- 
fication had been with Comparative 
Religion. 

At this point Prof. Keogh, librarian of 
Yale University, suggested that Miss Mon- 
rad, who helped to organize the missionary 
library at Yale, might be able to offer sug- 
gestions. Miss Monrad replied that they 
had made their own classification based 
on Prof. Beach's Bibliography. Prof. Keogh, 
at the request of the conference, spoke still 
further on the Yale Library of Missions, 
saying that it was distinct from the Uni- 
versity Library, but that he, the librarian 
of the university, was chairman of the Mis- 
sionary Library committee, and that the 
most cordial co-operation existed between 
the two libraries. 

It was felt by all present that the round 
table should be continued, and continued as 
a round table, rather than as a section of 
the A. L. A. So the officers of the meeting 
were continued in office for the ensuing 
year. Every effort will be made to have a 
live, helpful conference next year; and the 
co-operation of all who are interested, is 
urged. 

Before adjourning, attention was called 
to the General Theological Library of Bos- 
ton, and Miss Pillsbury, the librarian, was 
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called on to speak of it. The best part of 
It, ihe felt, was the work of serving the 
rural pastors of New England by sending 
them books post-paid both ways, and bul- 
letins of reading lists, etc. Those from 
the Middle West expressed the need that 
is felt for such a library in Chicago, to 
meet the needs of the rural pastors and 
other social and religious workers of the 
Mississippi Valley, without regard to 
denominational lines. It was pointed out 
that the remnant of the Chicago Theological 
Seminary Library not needed by the Chi- 
cago University, with which the Seminary 
is becoming affiliated, might form the 
nucleus of such a library, and it was most 
earnestly hoped that some broad-minded, 
warm-hearted man, with sufficient means, 



would see in this a supremely great oppor- 
tunity of serving the country and the caUM 
of Christianity in general. 

It was pointed out that some of the 
seminary libraries were already doing a 
similar work that was much appreciated. 
It was felt, however, that Chicago needs a 
great, interdenominational library to sup- 
plement the existing seminary libraries, 
and so liberal in its management as to 
make it easy for those without adequate 
opportunities of securing religious books, to 
get them. 

The meeting then adjourned for informal 
discussion and conversation. 

John F. Lyons, 
Secretary. 



DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION ROUND TABLE 



A well-attended round table on decimal 
classification, conducted by the Advisory 
committee on decimal classification, was 
held at the New Monterey Hotel, Wednes- 
day evening, June 28. Many suggestions 



were made, which will give additional ma- 
terial for the committee to work on. 

Two meetings of the committee were 
also held during the conference week, at 
which all nine members were present. 
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FIRST SESSION 

The first session of the League of Library 
Commissions met in the Ball Room of the 
New Monterey Hotel, June 28, at 2:30 p.m., 
Miss Fannie C. Rawson, president, presid- 
ing. The following states were represented 
by one or more members of their commis- 
sions and staffs: Colorado, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Ken- 
tucky, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Missouri, New Jersey, New York, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
Utah, Vermont, Wisconsin. 

As the annual meeting of the League is 



now held in Chicago in the winter, there 
was no business transacted. 

The program was opened by Miss Mary 
L. Hopkins of Seaford, Delaware, with 
an entertaining account of "Book Wagon 
Delivery" in Sussex County, Delaware. 
(See p. 248) 

In the discussion of this paper, Miss 
Mary L. Titcomb of Hagerstown, Maryland, 
told on request some of the details of the 
work of the book wagon in Washington 
County, Maryland. Mr. Henry N. Sanborn, 
of Indiana, reported on the new undertak- 
ing of the public library at Plainfield, In- 



